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President’s Message
Greetings Avalon Neighbors & Friends:

It has been over a year since the Avalon Community 
Association has sent out a newsletter and the 
world has forever changed since March 2020.  
Although we haven’t connected with you via mail, 
if you follow us on Facebook or our website, you 
are aware that the ACA Board of Directors has 
stayed busy! We have continued to have virtual 
meetings and maintained our focus on making 
Avalon a great place to live!
Since the spring of 2020, we have had a few 
changes to our Board; we said goodbye to Jessica 
Patrucco, Scott Schierling, Leanne Strickland and 
Claire Lyonhart and we were pleased to welcome 
Jared Bencharski (Director of Communications) 
and Sandi Malinowski (Director – At – Large, 
Fundraising Chair). Our board is always open to 
new members and we currently have the following 
positions available: Vice – President, Secretary, 
Director of Events and Directors – At – Large. If 
you are interested in joining our Board, please 
contact me! 
I want to send out a huge THANK YOU to everyone 
who supported all our fundraising efforts over the 
past year! From the CP Seeley Park Enhancement 
Project to our ongoing Rink at John Lake Park 
upgrade, we could not do this without the help 
of our supporters! Although we haven’t reached 
our fundraising goal, the plan is to go ahead with 
the rink upgrades in the next couple of months! 
We ask that while the renovations are ongoing, 
everyone please heed the signage around the 
rink area for safety of families and our volunteers.
I want to extend, on behalf of the ACA, our 
sincerest gratitude to Marla & Pat and the entire 
staff at The Daily Scoop for their ongoing support 
of the ACA. They held an ongoing fundraiser 
this summer with the waffle cone upgrade and 

hosted us for a Sarcan fundraiser in mid-June. 
Additionally, following our Canada Day bike 
parade they handed out free cones to all children 
in attendance. This is a fine example of community 
support and we are eternally grateful!
We are excited to announce the return of the 
ACA’s annual Skate & Slide on Sunday, December 
12 from 1-4 pm. This is a weather permitting 
event, so watch our Facebook page and website 
for updates! 
Our AGM will be held on October 20 at 6:30 
PM. All are welcome to attend. This is an excellent 
opportunity to meet the ACA Board members in 
person and see a meeting in action! Elections will 
also be held at this meeting for all vacant positions 
and those that are up for re-election. Please watch 
our Facebook page for more information on 
location and for the meeting agenda. The ACA 
would like to remind residents that we are here 
for you! We are happy to represent you on issues 
that are important to our community. If you have 
an issue that you would like the ACA to support, 
please contact me to attend a meeting.
Last, but definitely not least, I would like to extend 
my sincere gratitude to the current members of 
the ACA board of directors. The past year has 
been a challenge for everyone and this amazing 
group of people, with their enthusiasm and 
motivation, continue to the time to volunteer to 
make our community and Association great! 
As we get ready to start a new school year, I wish 
everyone the best of health! Take care of each 
other and watch out for your neighbors!
Yours in Community,
Angela Strand
Avalon Community Association President



A Message from the 
Director of Programs
Greetings to all my Avalon neighbours!  It feels wonderful 
to be writing to you about our upcoming programs after 
such an unexpected hiatus.  I hope you all had a very 
enjoyable summer and managed to keep cool in the 
heat. 

This past Spring, we were able to offer a few successful 
outdoor programs and have now included them into our 
Fall lineup.  This season’s programs are a mix of some of 
your old favourites along with some new classes.  When 
planning programs, it is our hope that our community 
members each find something that interests them to be 
healthy in mind, body, and spirit.

Registration night is WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 
2021 FROM 6:30-8:00 PM @ JOHN LAKE SCHOOL 
GYM.  We will not be offering online registration; 
therefore, to register for any programs, you must attend 
our registration night.  A $10 late fee will be implemented 
for registrations after this date.  Classes are on a first 
come, first served basis and subject to cancellation if the 
minimum number of registrations have not been met 
in each class, Government health orders are reinstated 
or if the schools cancel our rented spaces.  Note that 
when registering for classes, only the individual that 
is registered can participate in the class.  Additionally, 
registrants MUST meet the minimum age requirements 
prior to the start of the classes.  All community program 
information can be found in this newsletter, our website www.avalonca.ca, our Facebook page and on 
the City of Saskatoon website http://www.saskatoon.ca/communityassociations.
While we are just in the registration process for Fall programs, we will already be busy planning for 
future sessions next month. If there are any classes you would like to see or if you are interested in 
teaching a class, please email me at programs@avalonca.ca  to discuss.  I am always excited to learn 
about new classes and instructors.

Looking forward to seeing you at registration on September 8!

Regards,
Hayley McCallum
Director of Programs
Avalon Community Association

Your ACA Board of Directors 

President .................................. Angela Strand
president@avalonca.ca 

Treasurer ...................................... Derek Blum
treasurer@avalonca.ca

Vice-President  ......................WE NEED YOU!

Secretary ...............................WE NEED YOU!

Communications ..................Jared Bencharski 
communications@avalonca.ca

Programs ............................ Hayley McCallum
programs@avalonca.ca

Rink at John Lake Park ......Chad Malinowskiat
avalonrink@gmail.ca        & Mike McPhail

Events  ..................................WE NEED YOU!

John Lake School Liaison ...... Sierra Banwarth
johnlake@avalonca.ca

Georges Vanier School Liaison ... Arynne Chaharyn

Director - At - Large .................... Tyler Gawley

Director - At - Large (Fundraising) .. Sandi Malinowski

Director - At - Large ................Jack Sandbrand

Community Consultant .................Kevin Ariss 
kevin.ariss@saskatoon.ca



Hello Avalon Residents,
I hope your summer has been happy, relaxing, 
and that this update finds you safe and healthy. 
Below are some updates on City issues in your 
neighbourhood and across the City:
Speed Limits
As you have likely heard, the matter of speed 
limits is headed to a Transportation Committee 
meeting on September 7th. The administration’s 
proposal, which has yet to be debated by Council, 
is to reduce the posted speed limits on local 
and collector streets from 50 km/hr to 40 km/
hr.  (Examples of local streets would be streets 
like Harrison or Albert, and collectors would be 
streets like Wilson Crescent. Under this proposal 
there are no changes suggested for arterials, 
like College Drive, or expressways such as Circle 
Drive.)
Depending on the decisions of the Transportation 
Committee, this motion (or an alternative direction) 
may come to City Council in late September for 
debate. Once direction has been given on the 
speed limit issue, there will be further reports 
coming forward with respect to school zones, 
playground zones, and perhaps even seniors 
zones from administration. If you have questions, 
suggestions, or feedback related to this issue 
please feel free to get in touch with me.

Construction
It has been a busy construction season in the 
Avalon area and the work is ongoing in a number 
of areas. For the latest updates about work 
happening in your area, detours, and impacts to 
you and your neighbours, scan the code below to 
check the construction map: 

I hope you’ll feel free to reach out with any 
questions or concerns about neighbourhood and 
City issues, and all the best for a great fall!
Mairin Loewen
City Councillor, Ward 7
Mairin.loewen@saskatoon.ca

Avalon Update

SCOTT SCHIERLING
306-381-4663
REMAX SASKATOON

Your Avalon Realtor 



Location Codes: JLS = John Lake School (2616 Broadway Ave) GVS = Georges Vanier Catholic Fine Arts School (820 Wilson Cres.)
**Please note that although Home Alone is for children aged 9 and over, the Government of Saskatchewan recommends that children 
are not left home unsupervised until they are 10 years of age. The Avalon Community Association is offering this program to prepare 
children for when they reach the age of 10. We stress that although this class will prepare children for staying home alone, it is up to the 
parent/guardian to make the ultimate decision for children readiness to stay in the home without adult supervision.

Children & Youth Programs

ADULT YOGA
Monday, 6:30-7:30pm, Sept. 27 – 
Dec. 6 (no class Oct 11 & Nov 22), 
18+, $60, JLS Gym, Logan LeBlanc

BODY CONDITIONING
Tuesday, 6:00-7:00pm, Sept 21-Nov 
30 (no class Nov 9), 18+, $60, JLS 
Gym, Mel Buchko

PILATES
Tuesday, 7:00-8:00pm, Sept 21-Nov 
30 (no class Nov 9), 18+, $60, JLS 
Gym, Mel Buchko

CONVERSATIONAL 
SPANISH FOR TRAVELERS
Tuesday, 7:00-8:00pm, Sept 21-Nov 
23, 18+, $45, JLS Art Room,  
Alex Matus

BEGINNER 
BALLROOM/LATIN DANCE
Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:00 PM, Sept. 
22 – Nov. 17 (no class Nov. 3), 18 +, 
$90/ couple, GVS studio, Herb Clarke

BABYSITTER’S COURSE 
Mondays 6:30-9:00pm 
Sept. 27 – Oct. 18 (no class Oct. 11), 
11+ yrs,$50,  
JLS Library, Amber Blum

HOME ALONE COURSE**
Monday, 6:30-9:00pm, Nov. 1, 9+ yrs, 
$30, LS Library, Amber Blum

KIDS YOGA
Monday, 5:30-6:15pm, Sept. 27 – 
Dec. 6 (no class Oct 11 & Nov 22), 5-8 
yrs, $40, JLS Gym, Logan LeBlanc

TINY TOTS BALLET
Tuesday, 6:00-6:30pm, Sept 21-
Nov 23, 2-4 yrs, $35, GVS Studio, 
Mackenna Mourre

BEGINNER BALLET
Tuesday, 6:30-7:00pm, Sept 21-
Nov 23, 5-7 yrs, $35, GVS Studio, 
Mackenna Mourre

TINY TOTS SOCCER
Wednesday, 5:30-6:00pm, Sept 29-
Dec 1, 3-4 yrs, $35, JLS Gym, 
Alison Lackie

YOUTH SOCCER
Wednesday, 6:00-7:00pm, Sept 29-
Dec 1, 6-8 yrs, $45, JLS Gym, 
Jessalyn Wallace

CRAFTS FOR KIDS
Wednesday, 6:00-7:15pm, Sept 29-
Dec 1, 6-9 yrs, $45 plus materials, JLS 
Art Room, Claire Lyonhart

FORTNITE DANCE
Thursday, 6:00-6:45pm, Sept 23-Dec 
9 (no class Nov 11 & 25), 7-9 yrs, $40, 
JLS Gym, Angela Achtemichuk

Adult Programs

* Avalon property owner

* Selling Avalon properties for over 20 years

*Chair, Professional Standards Committee, 
Saskatchewan Realtors® Association

* Board Member, Avalon Community 
Association

Jack Sandbrand
REALTOR® 
Associate Broker
306.241.0389
jack@sandbrand.com
www.sandbrand.com



Greetings From John Lake School:
The staff and students at John 
Lake School send warm greet-
ings all members of the Avalon 
Community!

We are excited to be embarking 
upon the 2021-22 school year. 
We welcome returning families 
and extend a hearty handshake 
to families who are new to our 
community!

John Lake is full of energy and 
enthusiasm. Our students are 
active and engaged. We strong-
ly believe that empowering 
students to assume leadership 
roles by planning and facilitating 
activities and events in and out 
of the classroom builds life skills 
and strong citizenship. Our stu-
dents, guided and supported by 
staff, lead In Motion, citizenship, 

family, community-building, and 
spirit activities and events for 
our school and community. Our 
students are active leaders in 
our school.

We are a team at John Lake. 
Students, parents, teachers and 
staff work collectively to pro-
vide a high standard of educa-
tion. We believe that students 
learn best in a safe environment 
where they are comfortable to 
ask questions and to challenge 
themselves. Our staff focuses 
on creating and facilitating qual-
ity learning experiences and on 
encouraging students to reach 
their full potential.

 We feel fortunate to be situ-
ated in the heart of the Avalon 
Community and to be partners 

with the Avalon Community As-
sociation. We are thankful for 
the opportunity to work with 
and to support local businesses 
and community events. We are 
excited to be welcoming com-
munity programming back into 
the school this fall and look for-
ward to the renovation of the 
community rink!

If you would like more informa-
tion about John Lake School, 
please call us at 306-683-7300 
or stop by the school. 

In Learning, 

Mrs. Jaime Schroeder, Principal

John Lake School

Greetings From Georges Vanier Catholic Fine Arts School;
Georges Vanier Catholic Fine 
Arts School is a designated Fine 
Arts School in the Greater Sas-
katoon Catholic School Division 
located in the wonderful com-
munity of Avalon.

We offer a faith-based educa-
tion where students grow their 
skills, talents and responsibility 
to reach out and make a differ-
ence in the world.

The school offers the core cur-
riculum as well as the four main 
strands that make up the fine 
arts—music, art, drama and dance.

The fine arts component is in-
corporated into the teaching 
strategies of the core curricu-
lum and is also offered as sepa-
rate components in the weekly 
time table.

Specialized professional educa-
tors teach the elements of the 
fine arts strands and offer exten-
sive opportunities for students 
to explore learning through the 
arts. Members of the staff are 
also blessed with Fine Arts tal-
ents that enrich our school to 
create a unique and interesting 
learning environment.

We strive to see your child grow 
in all ways: spiritually, academi-
cally, physically and socially.

Our school is ready to welcome 
you and your child on this jour-
ney of learning and growth.

Mrs. L Cey, Principal

Georges Vanier Catholic Fine 
Arts School



Daily Scoop
The ACA would like to extend 
our thanks to Pat, Marla & the 
entire staff for their support 
of the John Lake Rink renova-
tions! Through the waffle cone 
upgrade & hosting the Sarcan 
fundraisers we raised over 
$1500 (at press time) towards 
our goal. Their show of com-
munity support on Canada 
Day in handing out free kids 
cones was also extremely ap-
preciated! Thank you for your 
ongoing community support, 
Daily Scoop, & congratula-
tions on 35 years of business! 

See you next summer! 

The Avalon Community Rink at John Lake Park
Once the rink is open for the winter:

Public skating will be available, unless the tem-
perature is above 0 or below -25 (with the wind-
chill):

Mondays & Wednesdays: 6-8 pm

Sundays: 1-3 pm

Skate aids are available to help out new/beginner 
skaters during public skate times.

Please be respectful of other skaters and the ice! 
The ACA assumes no responsibility/liability for 
lost items, accidents or other incidents that occur 
on the rink.

Looking forward to seeing you all out on the ice!





For advertising inquiries or to 
have something included in the 
newsletter, contact
communications@avalonca.ca

NOTICE: If this flyer is being delivered to you, it is because you are a resident of the Avalon 
Community. This flyer is the best way to communicate activities, programs, events and 
community news with your household. As such, we do not view this as undesirable or junk mail

CHERYL THACKER
Registered 
Psychologist
My name is Cheryl 

Thacker, and I am a 

registered psychologist in Saskatoon.  My specialty is the 

cognitive assessment of children and adults.  Assessments 

can help outline strengths and gaps, determine ability level, 

and provide information regarding adaptive living skills 

and/or learning disabilities.  If you have concerns about 

your child’s cognitive and academic skills and worry that 

your child may have some academic difficulties that are 

making learning difficult, a complete cognitive assessment 

can help answer some of your questions.  If your child is 

on a long waiting list, please consider a private assessment 

with me. Many insurance policies offer some coverage for 

psychological services, and I will provide a written receipt 

that can be used for insurance purposes. I can complete a 

full assessment in a timely manner and provide a report with 

recommendations for you and your school. As mentioned 

earlier, I also conduct assessments with adults for a variety 

of purposes.  Please contact me and I’d be happy to discuss 

the possibilities with you.  cherylthacker3087@gmail.com

SARCAN 
FUNDRAISER:

Next time you visit SARCAN, consider do-

nating all, or part, of your recycling to our 

ongoing fundraising for the Rink at John 

Lake Park upgrades.

Here’s how you can help:

- at any Saskatoon Sarcan location, go to the  

 computer terminal

- enter the password president@avalonca.ca

- enter the amount of bags/boxes you wish  

 to donate

- the computer will print out the amount of  

 tags you entered

- put the tags on your items

- give the boxes/bags to a Sarcan employee,  

 they will count when they have a moment

- you are done! 

- The ACA will receive 98% of your donation!

Mark your calendars!
ACA’s Annual Skate & Slide:

Sunday, December 12 from 1-4 PM

John Lake Park toboggan hill & rink

Weather permitting!


